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6. What is Ôdeemed to satisfyÕ Part Q? 

Guidance only  

Approved Document Q sets out what may be 
accepted as reasonable provision for compliance 
with requirement Q1.  

As with all Building Regulations, however, there is 
no obligation to adopt any particular solution 
contained in an Approved Document. Ultimately 
the Building Inspector will judge whether a project 
meets the requirements of the Regulation. If in any 
doubt you should discuss this with the relevant 
building control body. 

Doors and windows should be manufactured to a 
design shown by test to meet the security 
requirements of PAS 24:2012, or other standards 
providing similar or better levels of performance. 

Doorset letter plates should have a maximum 
aperture of 260mm x 40mm and be designed to 
hinder anyone from removing keys with a stick or 
by inserting their hand, by incorporating a flap or 
other feature to restrict access. 

The main door into a dwelling should have a 
viewer or other means to see callers, such as clear 
glass either in the door or adjacent window, and be 
fitted with a door chain or door limiter. 

7. How will the Regulation be policed? 

As with all Building Regulations, this will be policed 
by the Building Control Inspector (either an 
Approved or Public Sector Building Inspector).  

Where a full plans application is submitted, pitfalls 
should be ironed out from the outset. There will 
potentially be higher risk with a project where a 
building notice has been used, as the inspector 
may not address these elements until post 
installation. 

8. More information 

Further information is available on the BWF 
website.  

WWA members can call the BWF technical 
helpline on 0844 209 2610.  
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A list of Wood Window Alliance window and door 
manufacturers is available from 
www.woodwindowalliance.com 

Guidance for bespoke doorsets and windows  

To allow for bespoke products and recognising the 
prohibitive cost of testing when supplying very 
limited numbers of frames, Approved Document Q 
contains an appendix giving prescriptive guidance 
for bespoke doorsets.   

In consultation with the regulators, the BWF has 
developed a complementary guidance for 
windows, now incorporated into the Secured By 
Design New Homes Guidance 2016. For truly 
bespoke windows, manufacturers can rely on test 
data cascaded down from component suppliers.  
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